
PROTECTION & ADVOCACY COMMITTEE 
OCTOBER 12, 2021 



1- Welcome & Call to Order

2- July 13, 2021 Minutes

3- Election of Committee Chair & Vice Chair

4- Calendar, Confirmation of Meeting Dates

5- Stakeholder & Public Input



Advocates for 
School Trust Lands

Report



Utah Schools for the 
Deaf and Blind

Report



Trust Lands Advisory 
Committee

Report



6- PROTECTION & ADVOCACY OFFICE 
REPORT 

OCTOBER 12, 2021 



The Four Front Fight

TRUST LANDS

TRUST FUNDSTRUST DISTRIBUTIONS

TRUST LAW, POLICY, AND 
OUTREACH



i- Outreach and 
Advocacy Report



Magnifying Advocacy –
Leveraging Systems & Networks

Advocacy



Individualized Update:

• 104 legislators
• 29 counties 
• 41 school districts

School Trust Distribution Update





• Official advisory committee 
to the Utah State Board of 
Education

Local School 
Boards

Principals

Superintendent
s

District Staff 
Members

TLAC

Local 
School 
Boards

Parents

Principals

Educators

District 
Staff

Superintendents

Trust Lands Advisory Committee









Beneficiary Distribution Updates

• FY2022 Distribution numbers available





Outreach and Advocacy Efforts:

• Distribution Updates
• Annual Report
• e-newsletter
• MyTrustStory Campaign
• Host Annual Conference
• Tour trust lands 
• Meet local elected officials
• Meet with business 

partners
• Others suggestions?



Questions/Comments 
on Advocacy & 

Outreach Report

Information or 
Research Requests?



Western Regional Partners 
Presentation 7/21

• Gov. Spencer Cox is the current Chair



Trust Lands in United States History
A JEFFERSONIAN LEGACY



• School in Every Township
• Section 16

• Ohio (1803) – Minnesota (1858)

• The Arid West
• Sections 16 and 36

• Oregon (1859) – Wyoming (1890)

• The ‘Really’ Arid West
• Sections 2, 16, 32 & 36

• Utah, Arizona and New Mexico

Congressional Land Grant
Northwest Ordinance of 1787



Scattered Sections (2, 16, 32, 36)



1. Land Earnings

2. Permanent 
Funds

3. Annual 
Distributions to 
Beneficiaries





“Creating value for our 
beneficiaries through 
leadership,
education and sound land 
management.”

-National Association of State Trust Lands



SITLA Update



SITLA Board/Nominating 
Committee

• LTPAO and new member Tiffany James had a helpful 
and productive 90 minute virtual meeting on October 
8th

• One aim is to help new board members acclimate and 
feel more comfortable contributing earlier in their 
terms

• LTPAC Member and SITLA Nom Chair Brigham Tomco
met w LTPAO and SITLA Board Chair Don Foot to 
discuss critical need for Minerals expertise 
w/upcoming vacancy



Oil and Gas 
• FY22 is looking like a strong revenue rebound 

year
• Some concern on potential mineral potential 

on lands slated for exchange in Dingell Act



Development 
• Sep. 28 Real Estate Committee met
• October 20-21 St George Board Tour and 

Meeting
• Washington County acquiring SITLA lands in 

HCP Zone 6 pursuant to the Northern Corridor



Desert Color Development Lease 
Structuring



Renewables 
• IPP Magnum is an exciting and interesting 

project on SITLA land
• More and more clear we are in an era of 

significant change in energy markets



Surface 
• Cinnamon Creek Block Online Auction scheduled 

in November
• Has encountered some legislative criticism
• Min. Bid is posted at $19.5 million
• Animal revenue is $20,000/yr



Bears Ears and Grand Staircase 
Monument Re-Designations
• Swap out state land
• Whether you liked the Grand Staircase-Escalante Monument or hate 

it, one clear benefit emerged from the designation. In May 1998, then-
Gov. Mike Leavitt signed an agreement with then-Interior Secretary 
Bruce Babbitt to swap 377,000 acres of School and Institutional Trust 
Land parcels scattered within the monument and elsewhere for 
145,000 acres of concentrated clusters of federal lands elsewhere in 
the state.

• The state gave up essentially undevelopable land and got parcels that 
proved to a major benefit to the state and Utah schoolchildren. In 
2012, Leavitt wrote that it had brought in $400 million for SITLA and 
presumably has generated hundreds of millions more since.

• When Obama designated Bears Ears, SITLA estimated there were 
109,000 acres encased within the new monument but a swap never 
got done. Quick work to swap those lands would benefit the federal 
government by making the management process cleaner and could 
reap another windfall for Utah schools.

• -Robert Gehrke, Salt Lake Tribune, 10/11/21



Questions/Comments 
on SITLA Report

Information or 
Research Requests?



Transparency and 
the Trust







“I’ve been around this trust since the early 1970s, and 
one thing I can tell you: Anything rushed and secret is 
bad news.”

-Margaret R. Bird



SITFO Update



SITFO staff, board, 
consultants and stakeholders 
gathered for a deep dive 
review and networking event

May become an annual or bi-
annual event

Former Utah State Treasurer 
Ed Alter (Treasurer 1981-
2009) received the first SITFO 
Friend of the Trust Award

SITFO Board Retreat Snowbird October 4-5



As of August 31, 2021
Total Combined Permanent Fund Market Value: $3.084
Billion

1 Year 3 Year* 5 Year
10 Year*

Total Fund Return 20.24% 7.31% 7.25%
8.58%

CPI + 5 benchmark 10.51% 7.89% 7.71%
7.00%

* annualized



“GRID”







Questions/Comments 
on SITFO Report

Information or 
Research Requests?



7- Guiding Principles
• To guide the Land Trust Protection and Advocacy Committee and Office in fulfilling 

its legal duty to protect and advocate for the rights and interests of current and 
future trust beneficiaries, the following guiding principles are adopted:

1. Seek first to understand the business rationale and strategies used by trust 
fiduciaries at SITLA and SITFO;
2. Be an active, collaborative, and equal partner in the trust system;
3. Encourage trust fiduciaries to be as open and transparent as possible within the law, 
maintaining business confidentiality;
4. Engage on matters of most importance to the trust;
5. Build and maintain relationships of respect through diplomatic actions;
6. Champion the legacy and heritage of the trust;
7. Prioritize long term value creation over short term gains;
8. Represent the trust as an ambassador to all stakeholders; 
9. Ensure that the trust lands and funds are managed with integrity and fidelity to the 
beneficiaries; and
10. Collaborate and share information with beneficiary groups and stakeholders.


